MACHA Board Meeting

August 12, 2006

10:00am

East Alton Ice Arena

1) MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

 President Greg Killoran called meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. on Saturday, August 12, 2006
2) ROLL CALL

Board Members Present: 
Larry Thatcher

Greg Killoran

Bob Hughes

Ben Alexander

John LaMond

Craig Buntenbach

Cameron Estes (by phone)

Student Rep Present:
Brian Neighbors

Absent:


N/A 

3) AGENDA ITEMS

A. Board Minutes

Motion was made by Larry Thatcher and seconded by John LaMond to accept minutes from board meeting on May 20, 2006.  Question was called.

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed

B. By-Laws

Craig Buntenbach will disseminate bylaws to board of directors and to teams. They will also be made available on website.
C. Incorporation of MACHA

Larry Thatcher will continue to pursue the process and procedures to incorporate MACHA as a not-for-profit 501 (c)(3) organization.
D. Treasurer’s Report

Larry Thatcher presented treasurers report to board. It will be emailed to all teams and will be available on website also.
Larry reported that JD Power had picked up the certified letter that was sent to him, regarding the request that he turn over all past financial records of MACHA. As of August 12, 2006, JD Power has not responded to our request.

John LaMond informed the board that he has secured assistance from lawyer Tim Kreiger, should the board elect to seek past MACHA financial records in that manner.
Craig Buntenbach and Greg Killoran will be added to MACHA checking account as backup signatories to league treasurer Larry Thatcher.
The board discussed the policy to be adopted concerning a team’s request for escrow reimbursement, once that teams ends their affiliation with MACHA. As we currently have no past financial records to consult, proving a teams claim they have paid into escrow, the board decided that escrow reimbursement will be addressed on a case by case basis, with the burden of proof on the team requesting the reimbursement.

Motion was made by Ben Alexander and seconded by Craig Buntenbach to approve treasurers report. Question was called.

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed

E. Rules and discipline

Cameron Estes reported that the MACHA game contract has been finalized and sent to the teams. The contract will also be made available on the MACHA website. 
F. Competition Committee
Ben Alexander and John LaMond noted that the divisions have already been aligned for the upcoming 2006-07 season.

John said that the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee had contacted him previously about possibly rejoining MACHA, but no contact has been made with them recently.
John and Ben will propose ideas for player league awards at the next board meeting.
The board threw out many ideas and brainstormed about the continued health, possible growth and realignment of the league.  Ideas included: 1) should MACHA establish a maximum number of teams, 2) depending on the geographical location of present and future teams, would a geographic alignment of the league be beneficial, 3) what teams are operating that would be potential additions to MACHA.  No formal decisions were made or intended to be made, discussion was limited to sharing of ideas.  The league would like to remain proactive, however, and decided to discuss this topic further with the teams at the yearly league meeting.

John and Ben will take action to contact teams about continuing to play our MACHA teams even if they are not part of our league.

G. Tournament Liaison
As stated at last board meeting, Larry Thatcher will serve as MACHA tournament liaison. It was noted that the 2006-07 tournament will be hosted by Northwestern University and played at the new facility in Romeoville, IL. Cameron Estes said that ice is supposed to be down at the rink sometime in September 2006.
Discussion was held about possibly replacing the Gold Division and Silver Division Championship traveling trophies, due to their worn condition, but no motion was offered.

H. Referee Liaison
Bob Hughes contacted Dave Sivcovich about the points of contact for MIHOA this upcoming season. Bob will be passing along league information to Tom Woolf and Jon Wells of MIHOA and Chris Lindley of IHOA about the scheduling of officials for games.
Official evaluation forms are available on the IHOA and MIHOA websites, if needed.
I. Webmaster/Media Liaison
Craig Buntenbach will take the action to request updated game schedules from all of the teams. Many teams have added and/or changed games since schedules were submitted at the yearly league meeting last March.
The board talked again about what tactics could be used to ensure that teams forward their player statistics on a weekly basis.  It was decided, that since it is most likely that individual player awards will be handed out at the conclusion of the 2006-07 season, a team would be remiss not to submit their player’s statistics and preclude a deserving player from receiving an award.

All MACHA league information will be made available on the website, including: board minutes, treasurer’s reports, league bylaws, etc.
J. ACHA Liaison
Benjamin Alexander contacted ACHA DII Commissioner Mike Radakovich about the change in league administration. He informed Mike of the purpose and affiliation with each league board member. Ben suggested to Mike that St. Louis would be a convenient and marketable location to hold ACHA Central Division tournaments..

Discussion was held concerning the ACHA and MACHA league fee structure for the upcoming season.

Motion was made by Larry Thatcher  and seconded by John LaMond that MACHA fees are to remain at $350.00 for the 2006-07 season and are payable to MACHA treasurer Larry Thatcher no later than Saturday, September 30, 2006. Checks are to be mailed care of MACHA Treasurer - Larry  Thatcher, East Alton Ice Arena,  631 Lewis & Clark Blvd., East Alton, IL 62024-1079. Question was called.

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed

K. Old Business
The board discussed in length the patches that were purchased and handed out to member teams for placement on their jerseys. While the board feels that it is prudent for the MACHA teams to be identified, requiring each and every player to sew a patch on his or her jersey was unenforceable and somewhat cost prohibitive to the team and/or individual.  

A motion was made by John LaMond and seconded by Craig Buntenbach to abandon the patches and proceed with helmet stickers. Question was called. 

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed.

A motion was made by Larry Thatcher and seconded by John LaMond that Ben Alexander investigate the purchase price for helmet stickers. Question was called. 

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed.
L. New Business
Lengthy discussion took place regarding reimbursement for mileage for board member to attend scheduled board meeting, not including the yearly league meeting. Many opinions were shared about the pro’s and con’s of adopting such a policy. A general consensus was reached that adopting a reimbursement policy would encourage others to run in the future for board positions now that the expense of mileage was being reimbursed.

Motion was made by Larry Thatcher and seconded by Ben Alexander that board members be reimbursed for mileage at the effective government rate to attend board meetings, not including the yearly league meeting, effective today, Saturday, August 12, 2006. Question was called.

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed

Next regularly scheduled MACHA board meeting was set for Saturday, December 16, 2006 at the East Alton Ice Arena.  Next league meeting was set for Saturday, March 24, 2007 at Bradley University in Peoria, IL.
4) ADJOURNMENT

Motion made by Ben Alexander and seconded by Craig Buntenbach to adjourn meeting at 1:10 p.m. Question was called.

Yea votes 6, Nea votes 0. Motion passed.

